
What’s New in the “Girinukas” Nursery?  

 
The nursery “Girinukas” was established on March 19, 1969. 

 

The Lithuanian name “Girinukas” means “A little woodsman” and the names of our nursery 

groups (classes) are therefore related to the forest: “Little Buds”, “Little Grasshoppers”, “Little 

Ladybirds”, “Teddy Bears”, “Little Storks”, “Little Pinecones”, “Little Ants”, “Little Sunrays”, 

“Little Acorns”,  “Little Squirrels”, and “Little Owls”. 

  

Highly qualified staff members work in the nursery: there are three expert teachers, thirteen 

supervisor teachers and seven senior teachers. Three young teachers will gain a qualified teacher 

status in the near future. 

  

Our teachers are highly trained professionals who share a love of and concern for the children. 

They are always there to help and guide the children in a very professional way. The teachers are 

really focused on their responsibilities and are able to reach each child. Everybody’s effort is 

praised and every child strives to achieve the best that they possibly can. 

 

The speech therapist helps our children to speak properly. The psychologist encourages children 

and their parents to develop a more positive attitude towards themselves. The special skills 

teachers (e.g. art, music and physical education) help to develop diverse interests suited to their 

abilities. 

 

Our teachers participate in a teacher training and development by sharing their knowledge and 

experiences with the Pre-school Education students of the Faculty of Arts of Kaunas College 

(Kauno kolegija) as well as other educational establishments.  

 

Education is organized according to individual programmes created by our teachers. Our aim is to 

prepare a healthy, creative, self-confident child for his / her next step in primary education.  

 

The nursery “Girinukas” is attended by 225 children. There are 12 groups: one of them is suitable 

for children aged 1 to 2 years old and nine groups are intended for children aged 2 to 5. Two 

groups cater for the needs of six-year-olds. The nursery also has a special needs group, where 

speech and language therapist support the pupils’ needs. 

 

The unique variety of methods enables us to offer the best choices to children and allows their 

parents to select the most acceptable educational methods for their children.  

 

The Montessori educational approach is used in one of the groups. The main purpose of a 

Montessori school is to provide a carefully planned, stimulating environment, which helps the 

child develop an excellent foundation for creative learning. Our fully trained Montessori teachers 

help children grow in confidence and encourage them to learn at their own pace.  

 

At the moment five of the “Girinukas” groups are participating in the international educational 

project “A Good Beginning”. Creative teaching methods for early-childhood education are used in 

six of the groups. The main purpose of these methods is to encourage the growth of competent, 

caring, loving and lovable child. 

 



The elements of The Regio Emilia educational system are used in all of the groups and a mental 

health awareness and promotion programme “Zippy’s Friends” is used with five to seven year-

olds. 

 

In 2015 “Girinukas” nursery was recognized as an institution belonging to the Health Awareness 

Network of Lithuanian Schools. This award is valid until 2020. A health awareness programme 

“Small Steps To the Land of Health” (,,Mažais žingsneliais į sveikatos šalį“) was created. Its 

purpose is to organize a successful and healthy child development. 

 

At parents’ request we also provide additional educational services. Children attend various extra-

curricular clubs and activities, such as gymnastics, football, Kyokushin karate, basketball, 

swimming, performing arts and sport dance. Some of our children sing sacral music, which can be 

listened to every Wednesday at 5 p.m. at St. Francis Xavier (Jesuit) Church in Kaunas. 

 

Traditionally we celebrate national Lithuanian festivals, which are of key importance in 

developing a child’s understanding of and love towards national traditions, language and folk art. 

We also celebrate modern celebrations that motivate parents to take part together with their 

children. 

 

Our qualified staff share their experiences with colleagues from Lithuania as well as other 

countries. The guests from Norway, Sweden, Russia, Estonia and Latvia have visited us already.  

 

“Girinukas” nursery successfully realises joint projects with its social partners. 

 

The nursery attempts to create a child-friendly environment where every child could develop his / 

her diverse interest suited to his / her ability.  

 

The goal of the nursery is to be a modern institution with outstanding educational quality, latest 

technologies and the highest competence and motivational level of its teachers. 

 

 

Contacts 

Kaunas Kindergarten “Girinukas”, 

Partizanai str. 52, 

LT-49446 Kaunas 

Telephone: (8-37) 31-29-36 

E-mail: girinukas@dokeda.lt  

 

Director 

Renata Drulienė 

Telephone (8-37) 31-28-99 

E-mail: girinukas@dokeda.lt  
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